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CREDITS 


Directed by Jose Ferrer. Produced by Sam 
Zimbalist. Screen Play by Gore Vidal. 
Based on the book by Nicholas Halasz. 
Music by William Alwyn. Conducted by 
Muir Mathieson. In CinemaScope. Direc- 
tor of Photography: F. A. Young, F.R.P.S. 
Art Director: Elliot Scott. Film Editor: Frank 
Clarke. Costumes Designed by Elizabeth 
Haffenden. Photographic Effects: Tom How- 
ard, F.R.P.S. Make-Up: Charles Parker. 
Hairdressing: Joan Johnstone. Recording 


Supervisor: A. W. Watkins, 


SYNOPSIS 


(Not for Publication) ... Captain Alfred 
Dreyfus’ (Jose Ferrer) zealous devotion to 
his French Army career, as well as the 
fact that he is a Jew, arouses the antago- 
nism of some of his fellow officers. Con- 
sequently, when it is discovered that one 
of the staff officers has sold secret informa- 
tion to the German embassy, Dreyfus is 
indicted on the flimsiest evidence as a 
traitor, and, after a farcical trial, is con- 
victed, stripped of his rank, and exiled to 
Devil's Island. His wife, Lucie (Viveca Lind- 
fors), his brother, Mathieu (David Farrar), 
the Famous novelist, Emile Zola (Emlyn 
Williams) and the publisher, Clemenceau 
(Peter Illing), wage a constant fight to 
clear his name, but nationalism is high 
in France and there is a fear that to clear 
Dreyfus would refiect on the Army, On in- 
structions of General Mercier (Donald 
Wolfit), more evidence against Dreyfus is 
faked and at a new trial a stacked jury 
again finds him guilty. If is not until Major 
Esterhazy (Anton Walbrook), the actual 
spy, has sold his confession to an English 
newspaper that Dreyfus is completely 


cleared and restored to his Army rank. 


RUNNING TIME: 99 MINUTES 


STAR-DIRECTOR 


José Ferrer as Captain Alfred 
Dreyfus in M-G-M’s “‘I Accuse!”’ 
gripping drama unfolding the 
story of the French officer 
falsely accused of treason and 
imprisoned for five years on 
Devil’s Island before he ulti- 
mately was proved innocent. In 
addition to heading a cast of in- 
ternational stars, Ferrer also di- 
rected the CinemaScope picture, 
which was filmed in England 
and on locations in Belgium. 
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Make-Up Tricks Aid Ferrer 
In Looking Beaten Man 


One of the screen’s most challeng- 
ing make-up assignments was accom- 
plished by Charles Parker, make-up 
expert at M-G-M’s British Studios, 
during the filming of “I Accuse!” 

Parker had to reflect on the face of 
Jose Ferrer the physical ravages done 
to Captain Dreyfus, the French Army 
officer falsely accused of treason and 
imprisoned on desolate Devil’s Island. 

The startling effectiveness of the 
make-up job is shown in the contrast 
between Ferrer, before he leaves 
France to serve his prison sentence, 
and his appearance after his return 
from the torturous exile on the island. 

Ferrer not only stars in the role of 
Captain Dreyfus, but also directed “I 
Accuse!” which was produced by Sam 


Zimbalist. 


JOSE FERRER HEADS DISTINGUISHED ALL-STAR CAST IN M-G-M's 
“T ACCUSE!” GRIPPING DRAMA OF WORLD-FAMED DREYFUS CASE 


Anton Walbrook, Viveca Lindfors, Leo Genn, Emlyn Williams, David Farrar, 
Donald Wolfit, Herbert Lom Have Leading Roles in Story of 
French Officer Falsely Accused of Treason; Directed by Jose 
Ferrer, Produced by Sam Zimbalist 


(Announcement Story) 


One of the world’s most celebrated 
cases of a miscarriage of justice forms 
the basis of “I Accuse!” a new M-G-M 
drama directed by Jose Ferrer, with 
Ferrer also heading a distinguished 
cast which includes some of the most 
prominent actors on the British stage 
and screen. 

Based on the novel, “Captain Drey- 
fus,” by Nicholas Halasz, which un- 
covered a number of hitherto unre- 
vealed facts about history’s most sen- 
sational cause celebre, the Sam Zim- 
balist production has a screen play by 
Gore Vidal, and was filmed in Cinema- 
Scope at M-G-M’s British studios and 


also on location in the city of Brussels 
in Belgium. 

“I Accuse!” retraces the case of the 
French Army officer, Alfred Dreyfus, 
who was falsely accused of having sold 
secret Army information to the Ger- 
man government some sixty years ago. 
When the evidence against him proves 
too weak to hold up in a trial, the 


Leo Genn Was Prosecutor 
At Nuremberg Nazi Trials 


Leo Genn, the British actor ap- 
pearing with Jose Ferrer in 
M-G-M’s “I Accuse!” filmed on 
location in England and Belgium, 
is well known in Hollywood for his 
performances 
in “The Snake 
Pit,’ “Plym- 
outh Adven- 
ture” and other 
films. But few 
of his fans 
realize that he 
has a distin- 
guished law 
career behind 
him. 

His fellow 
ACtOtS intel 
Accuse!”’ were 
reminded of 
this fact when 
they went to 
Brussels, Bel- 
gium, for loca- 
tion sequences 
of the picture. It was here that 
Genn, as a deputy prosecutor for 
the Nuremberg Nazi trials, worked 
on the infamous Joseph Kramer for 
the confession he secured after 
three months. Kramer was. head of 
the Belsen and Auschwitz concen- 
tration camps. 


Leo Genn 
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OFFERED OFFICER'S WAY OUT 


After Captain Alfred Dreyfus (José Ferrer) has been falsely ac- 
cused of treason against France, his fellow officer, Major du Paty 
(Herbert Lom) offers him a revolver for the ‘“‘officer’s way out”’ 
in this scene from ‘I Accuse!”? The stirring M-G-M drama, 
directed by Ferrer, is based on the world-famous Dreyfus Case. 
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Ignoring the restraining hand of his counsel (Felix Aylmer), 
Captain Alfred Dreyfus (José Ferrer) shouts ‘‘Liar!”’ at a fellow 
French officer who gives false testimony in a trial in which Drey- 
Sus faces a charge of treason against his country. It is one of the 
stirring scenes from the new M-G-M drama, ‘‘I Accuse!”’ based 
on the world-famous Dreyfus Case. 
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Army produces false evidence, with the 
result that Dreyfus is convicted of 
treason, stripped of his rank and im- 
prisoned on Devil’s Island. But the 
case becomes a public issue, largely 
through an explosive editorial written 
by the famed novelist, Emile Zola, and 
printed by Clemenceau, who was later 
to become premiere of France. After 
a second ill-fated trial, the true spy is 
revealed and Dreyfus is returned to 
honor and to his commission in the 
French Army. 

Jose Ferrer’s role as Dreyfus fol- 
lows on such of his previous bio- 
graphical portrayals as the Dauphin in 
“Joan of Arc,’ Toulouse Lautrec in 
“Moulin Rouge” and Sigmund Rom- 


berg in M-G-M’s “Deep in My Heart.” 

Other top roles are played by Anton 
Walbrook, as Major Esterhazy, the 
spy who let Dreyfus rot on Devil’s 
Island until he could sell his confes- 
sion; Viveca Lindfors, as Dreyfus’ 
loyal wife; Leo Genn, as Piquart, the 
French officer who chose to ruin his 
own career in an effort to vindicate 
Dreyfus; Emlyn Williams, as Zola; 
David Farrar, as Dreyfus’ self-sacrific- 
ing brother; Donald Wolfit, as Gen- 
eral Mercier, who countenanced Drey- 
fus’ betrayal for the sake of the Army; 
Herbert Lom, as Major du Paty, 
whose false testimony helped to con- 
demn Dreyfus; and Peter Illing as 
Clemenceau. 


BEHIND EVERY “HERO” THERE'S A WOMAN 


“Why don’t historians tell us at least 
as much about the great women of 
history as they do about the men?” 

The question was asked by Viveca 
Lindfors, who recently portrayed the 
role of Madame Lucie Dreyfus in “I 
Accuse!” The M-G-M film stars her 
opposite Jose Ferrer, who plays Cap- 
tain Alfred Dreyfus and also directed 
the picture. 

Miss Lindfors can speak authorita- 


tively about the recreation of feminine 
historical characters into modern dra- 
matic forms, having scored a big hit on 
Broadway in the stage play, “Anas- 
tasia,’ in which ‘she recreated the 
tragic Grand Duchess of Russia whom 
Ingrid Bergman later portrayed on the 
screen. 

“Whenever a historical situation is 
put on the stage or screen,” said Miss 
Lindfors, “the burden of research 
falls on the actress, not the actor. 

“There are literally hundreds of 
books on the Dreyfus affair that tell 
in intimate detail about the ill-fated 
Captain Dreyfus, falsely accused of 
treason against France. Little has been 
written about his wife. 

“Yet the famed author, Emile Zola, 
and Clemenceau, who became World 
War Premier of France, are quoted 
by the press of the time as saying that 
without the loyal backing of his wife 
Dreyfus would not have had _ the 
mental strength and moral courage to 
come through his great ordeal of five 
years of imprisonment on Devil’s 
Island. 

“Historians should know that be 
hind every hero there is, almost with- 


out exception, an unusual woman. 
“There are millions of words about 
Napoleon, little about Josephine, vol- 
umes about Lord Nelson but only 
pages concerning Lady Hamilton!” 


AS MME. DREYFUS 


Viveca Lindfors, who scored an 
outstanding hit on the Broadway 


stage in ‘‘Anastasia,’’ now re- 


turns to films with the role of 
the wife who stands by her hus- 
band, Captain Alfred Dreyfus, 
when he is accused of treason in 
the gripping M-G-M drama, “‘I 
Accuse!”’ The role of Dreyfus is 
portrayed by José Ferrer, who 
also directed the CinemaScope 
picture, based on the world- 
famous Dreyfus Case. 
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FERRER'S LIST OF 
7 MOST INFAMOUS 
SPIES IN HISTORY 


Who are the seven most infamous 
spies of all history? 

The question comes up in connection 
with the filming of “I Accuse!” 
M-G-M’s new drama based on the 
famous Captain Dreyfus case, in which 
a French officer was falsely accused of 
treason as a spy and sent to Devil’s 
{sland. 

Four of the picture’s stars composed 
the list of the seven infamous spies. 
They were named by Jose Ferrer, who 
heads the cast and also directed “I Ac- 
cuse!”” Viveca Lindfors, who enacts 
his wife, Mme. Dreyfus, Anton Wal- 
brook and Leo Genn. 

The list comprised Judas Iscariot, 
Count Ferdinand Esterhazy, Karl 
Schulmeister, Ignatious Trebitsch-Lin- 
coln, Mata Hari, Mrs. Kreble of Palm 
Beach, Fla., and Stanislaus Warsewisz. 

Of this list, Count Esterhazy is the 
villain of “I Accuse!” portrayed by 
Anton Walbrook. A major in the 
French Army, in 
1894 he made a 
deal with the Ger- 
man Embassy in 
Paris, to. ‘sel 
French military 
secrets. He then 
sat back and 
watched the inno- 
cent Captain 
Dreyfus being 
court - martialed 
and condemned to 
life imprisonment. 
He let Dreyfus, 
his wife and fam- 
ily suffer for 
twelve years until he sold his confes- 
sions to a London newspaper. 

Of the other villains, Iscariot can be 
defined as both a traitor and a spy. 

Schulmeister was Napoleon’s chief 
spy, who ruthlessly used murder to 
get the facts he sought. 

Trebitsch was a member of the 
English Parliament in 1910. When 
World War I broke out, he was made 
censor of Hungarian and Roumanian 
correspondence and became a German 
spy. Discovered, he fled to America, 
was arrested and returned to England. 
After four years of imprisonment, he 
went to Italy, where he alleged to have 
been involved in the murder of Mat- 
teotti. 

Mata Hari was the infamous actress- 
spy of World War I. 

Wealthy Mrs. Kreble had a lake on 


her vast Palm Beach estate. It had an 
entrance from the sea, and hundreds 
of American and British seamen died 
because German-born Mrs. Kreble let 
the German U-boats use her lake as a 
haven. 


Jose Ferrer 
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CAPT. DREYFUS STANDS TRIAL FOR TREASON IN “I ACCUSE!” 


Shaken, ill and uncertain after five years of imprisonment on Devil’s Island, Captain Alfred 
Dreyfus (José Ferrer) faces his second court martial on the charge of treason in one of the stirring 
scenes of ‘I Accuse!’? M-G-M drama based on the world-famous Dreyfus Case. Ferrer not only 
heads the cast of the CinemaScope picture, but also directed, with other starring roles filled by 
Anton Walbrook, Viveca Lindfors, Leo Genn, Emlyn Williams, David Farrar, Donald Wolfit and 
Herbert Lom. Based on the book by Nicholas Halasz, which uncovers hitherto unrevealed facts 
about history’s most sensational cause celebre, the screen play of ‘*I Accuse!”’ was written by 
Gore Vidal, with the picture produced by Sam Zimbalist. 
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When Jose Ferrer took on the di- 
rectorial as well as starring assignment 
in “I Accuse!” based on the novel, 
“Captain Dreyfus,” by Nicholas Ha- 
lasz, and dealing with the world- 
famous case of the French Army cap- 
tain who was falsely accused of trea- 
son, he planned to film the production 
at the M-G-M British studios, with 
additional location scenes to be made 
in France. 

The second part of this schedule 
had to be changed. French officials re- 
vealed an understandable reluctance to 
be reminded of a painful subject. As a 
result, Ferrer took his company, in- 
cluding Anton Walbrook, Viveca Lind- 
fors, Leo Genn, Emlyn Williams, 


Warsewisz, a Polish priest disguised 
as a courtier, almost changed the reli- 
gion of Sweden to Roman Catholic 
through incredibly devious machina- 
tions. 

“T Accuse!” was produced by Sam 
Zimbalist as an accurate picturization 
of the Dreyfus scandal, as adapted 
from the Nicholas Halasz novel by 
Gore Vidal. 


After five years of imprisonment on Devil’s Island, Captain Alfred 
Dreyfus (José Ferrer) is almost insensible to the news brought 
him by the Island’s: Commandant (Martin Boddey) that he is to 
return to France for a new trial on the charge of treason against 
his country. The scene is from M-G-M’s gripping drama, “I 
Accuse!”’ based on the world-famous Dreyfus Case. 
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David Farrar and Donald Wolfit, to 
Belgium to re-enact certain key scenes 
of the story of Captain Dreyfus (por- 
trayed by the star-director) in the 
city of Brussels. 

It worked out very well. “For any- 
thing connected with Continental at- 
mosphere, any movie company coming 
to Belgium will get tremendous co- 
operation from Governmental officials 
down to the man in the street,’ Ferrer 
declared. 

“We received the utmost courtesy 
and cooperation from everyone and 
we were able to find almost identical 
locations to those we would have 
sought in Paris. 
This was impor- 
tant to us because 
Sam Zimbalist, the 
producer, and I 
tried to be as hon- 
est as possible in 
making this story, 
which happened 
only sixty-three 
years ago.” 

Scenes shot in 
Brussels included 
two of the most 
important se- 
quences of “I Ac- 
cused !”—the deg- 
radation scene when Dreyfus is 
hounded out of the army and sent to 
Devil’s Island, and the final scene 
where he is re-admitted to the army 
and created a Knight of the Legion of 
Honour. 

Said Ferrer: “Thanks to the chief 
of police, we had a special detachment 
of police to direct the traffic and 
smooth our work. And the Belgian 


Viveca Lindfors 
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There’s No Connection 
Between Two ‘Ferrers’ 


During his stay in England for the 
filming of M-G-M’s “I Accuse!” 
dramatization of the famed Dreyfus 
Case, Jose Ferrer, who stars in and 
directed the film, had to spend a good 
deal of his time saying “No” to the 
inevitable question of British movie 
fans: “Are you any relation to Mel 
Ferrer ?” 

However, the star-director does ad- 
mit to a good deal of confusion in 
mail between the two Ferrer families. 
Mel Ferrer’s father and a brother both 
are named “Jose.” 


customs officials were so cooperative 
that, although we had all the civilian 
wardrobe for 300 extras in use in the 
London studios on a Friday, we were 
able to fit the same costumes on the 
Belgian crowd extras on the following 
Monday. When time means money, as 
it does in film-making, this kind of 
cooperation from customs officials is 
really worth a great deal.” 

In addition to the extras, the largest 
number ever used in a film in Belgium 
(where M-G-M previously had filmed 
scenes for “Lust for Life’), the “I 
Accuse!” company worked with 22 
Belgian film technicians and 250 Bel- 
gian soldiers. More than 100 tons of 
equipment were required, three barge- 
loads of which sailed directly from the 
London docks to the Port of Brussels. 
In addition, two full air-freight car- 
goes came by Sabena. 

“We were well received in the ho- 
tels,’ Ferrer remarked. “Film people 
with their peculiar hours and technical 
difficulties are not like ordinary hotel 
guests. We had 40 technicians and 
about 25 tons of equipment in the Hotel 
Cosmopolite. The hotel provided stor- 
age and rooms for wardrobes, art di- 
rectors’ equipment, make-up, a dark 
room for loading our cameras, and of- 
fices for our production and accounting 
departments. We hope to return to 
Belgium for another film when the 
opportunity occurs.” 


POLICE GUARD FOR 
FAMED EDITORIAL 


British police were called in to 
guard one of the only two remaining 
copies of the famous “I Accuse!” edi- 
torial written by Emile Zola, a piece of 
writing which plays a prominent part 
in M-G-M’s new drama, “I Accuse!” 
built around the famous Dreyfus Case, 
with Jose Ferrer starring as Captain 
Dreyfus, the French Army officer 
falsely accused of treason. 

It was the vitriolic editorial, written 
by the celebrated novelist, which helped 
to free the ill-fated Dreyfus from his 
imprisonment at Devil’s Island. 

Since the copy of the editorial in 
the British Museum was in too fragile 
condition to be removed even tempo- 
rarily, the copy used by Ferrer, who 
also directed “I Accuse!” is the one 
owned by the French actor, Jacques 
Brunois, who possesses one of the 
world’s largest collections of material 
relating to the Dreyfus Case. 

Zola’s famous diatribe was published 
some 55 years ago by a newspaper pub- 
lished by Clemenceau, who later was 
to become Premier of France. 


Offered the ‘‘officer’s way out”’ 
after he has been accused of 
treason, Captain Alfred Dreyfus 
(José Ferrer) reasons that the 
action would provide his de- 
tractors with mute evidence of 
guilt of a crime which he did not 
commit. The scene is from 
M-G-M’s gripping drama, ‘“‘I 
Accuse!’’ based on the world- 
famous Dreyfus Case. 
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A painful meeting occurs between Captain Alfred Dreyfus (José 
Ferrer) and his wife, Lucie (Viveca Lindfors), when the officer is 
brought back to France from imprisonment at Devil’s Island for 
a second trial to determine whether he was condemned as a traitor 
on false testimony. The scene is from M-G-M’s gripping drama, 
**T Accuse!”’ based on the world-famous Dreyfus Case. 
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Captain Alfred Dreyfus (José Ferrer), falsely accused of treason, is offered the 
“‘officer’s way out’’ by fellow officer Herbert Lom in this scene from M-G-M’s 
gripping drama, “‘} Accuse!’’ story of the famous Dreyfus Case. 
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The line drawings illustrated here are 
not available as mats. They may be 
used as art in constructing line plate 
ads for use where halftone results 


are not of the best. 


RADIO COPY 


One-Minute Live Announcement No. 1 


ANNOUNCER: Jose Ferrer is great! Great as an actor—great as a director in 
MGM's I ACCUSE!—the famous story of a spy trial that shocked the world! 
I ACCUSE!—a personal, tense, thrilling drama of one man who wouldn't quit 
fighting—of an injustice so horrifying it flamed into a national scandal! This is 
the celebrated true story of Captain Alfred Dreyfus ... condemned unjustly as 
a spy ...and sentenced to the horrors of life imprisonment on “Devil's Island” 
... Then, two words from the fiery pen of the great novelist—Emile Zola—made 
the world remember the man it tried to forget!—I ACCUSE! See Jose Ferrer, 
Viveca Lindfors, Leo Genn and Emlyn Williams in MGM's I ACCUSE! Get more 
out of life—go out to the movies. Don’t miss I ACCUSE! Starting ....at.... 
Theatre. 


One-Minute Live Announcement No. 2 


ANNOUNCER: MGM presents—I ACCUSE!—the story of an injustice so shock- 
ing it flamed into a national scandal! Jose Ferrer gives a superb performance 
as the star of this drama about the celebrated spy case of Captain Dreyfus 
... Ferrer also directs the picture, in which he is co-starred with Viveca Lind- 
fors, Leo Genn, Emlyn Williams, and David Farrar! I ACCUSE! Two words 
that made the world remember the man it tried to forget! I ACCUSE—a true 
story that sweeps you from Paris to that horror of all horrors—Devil's Island! 
The story of an innocent man condemned as a spy—and of the great novelist 
—Emile Zola, who fought for justice!—See MGM's I ACCUSE! Get more out of 
life. Go out to the movies to see I ACCUSE! Starting ....at.... Theatre. 


35-Word Live Announcement No. 1 


ANNOUNCER: I ACCUSE!—Two words that made the world remember the 
man it tried to forget! . . . I ACCUSE! See Jose Ferrer, Viveca Lindfors in the 
famous Dreyfus spy drama—MGM's—I ACCUSE! Starting ....at.... Theatre. 


35-Word Live Announcement No. 2 


ANNOUNCEER: Jose Ferrer is superb as he stars and directs MGM’s—I ACCUSE! 
The drama of the famous Dreyfus spy trial! See Jose Ferrer and Viveca Lind- 
fors in—I ACCUSE! Starting. ...at.... Theatre. 


PET GRIPES CONTEST 


Newspapers give readers a chance to air 
their grievances in this kind of a contest. 
The movie title is perfect for similar pro- 
motion. Allow contestants to choose their 
favorite gripe, giving reasons. Offer cash 
prizes and free movie tickets. Each gripe 
must start with the movie title, thus: “I 
accuse most men of fickleness because 

..., L accuse women car drivers of sheer 
stupidity because ....,”’ ete. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


Help them prepare a display announcing 
the noted novel by Nicholas Halasz, the 
sensational Captain Dreyfus case, has been 
made into one of the screen’s most dra- 
matic and gripping pictures, “I Accuse!”’ 
The card can also contain other suggested 
books by French authors. 


WALKING BOOK 


Prepare a walking book as a street bally- 
hoo. Use compo board and cover with 
M-G-M poster material and whatever else is 
necessary. Allow eyeholes for vision. As 
your man walks the streets inside of this 
book, he points an accusing finger at shop- 
pers and pedestrians. Copy: “I accuse 
moviegoers of missing an exciting picture 
if they fail to see ‘I ACCUSE!,’ starring Jose 


Ferrer,”’ ete. 


STREET IDENTIFICATION CONTEST 


Arrange with newspaper or TV station to 
put an unidentified man on the streets. 
Give his daily itinerary and clues to his 
identity. Winner of the cash prize can be 
the first person who says to him, “I accuse 
you of being the (name of newspaper or 
TV program) mystery man.” 


TV PANEL 


The charge of treason or espionage has 
been levelled against many people in con- 
junction with questionable activities. It’s a 
constantly recurring one in the public 
prints and on the airwaves. As the picture 
is based on the famous French case of 
Captain Dreyfus, try to get a panel of high 
school or college students on a TV program 
for discussion of it in relation to current 
events. 


POSTER STUNTS 


M-G-M has made 1, 3 and 6 sheet litho 
posters on this picture (no 24 sheet). Each 
poster has a giant pointing hand, with large 
“Tt ACCUSE!” running up the arm. Here 
are several ways of using them: Display 
several 6 sheets flat on your lobby floor. Con- 
vert a 6-sheet into an advance outside 
lobby display, moving it inside at playdate 
time. Mount several of the 3 or 6 sheet title- 
bearing hands on stick signs for kids to 
carry around town. How about snow 
banks? Use one of the title-pointing hands 
on your box-office and placed so that it 
points at ticket buyers. 


NEWSPAPER OVERPRINT 


Arrange for an overprint of a regular news- 
paper edition with this banner headline in 
red: “I ACCUSE!” Cries Prosecutor In 
Famous Treason Trial. In small type 
underneath, refer readers to the page num- 
ber inside which carries theatre picture ad. 


CHALK WRITING 


Weather permitting, have I ACCUSE! writ- 
ten on sidewalks and elsewhere as teaser 
advertising. 


ARROWS AND STENCILS 


Directional street arrows, with this title in 
big bold letters, will capture attention of 
motorists and pedestrians. Stenciling busy 
street intersections is another method. 


WHO WAS CAPTAIN DREYFUS? 


Print small leaflets for hand-to-hand dis- 
tribution away from your theatre. In large 
letters ask: ““Who Was Captain Dreyfus?” 
Explain in smaller type that the first 50 
persons phoning your theatre will receive 
a free ticket to “I Accuse!”’ Captain Drey- 
fus was a French army officer who was 
accused of betraying military secrets to the 
Germans. Same offer can be made, through 
newspaper classified ad tie-up, to people 
placing want ads during a specified time. 


TV COURTROOM TRIALS 


Should there be a TV program with a 
courtroom trial, arrange for spot an- 
nouncements right after the end of it. 


OLD-TIMERS CONTEST 


Back many years ago, the Dreyfus case was 
one of the most publicized treason affairs 
in the world. Even today newspapers and 
commentators make reference to it in con- 
junction with current events. Old-timers 
among your movie patrons will recall it. 
Announce prizes in a contest to those who 
can recollect it, with the best descriptions, 
in letters of not more than 100 words. 


INFAMOUS TREASON CASES 


There have been a number of notable 
treason cases here and abroad. Plan a con- 
test for high school and college students, 
or throw it open to the general public. Bas- 
ing the contest on the picture’s Dreyfus 
ease, offer prizes to those who, in their 
opinion, select the most infamous treason 
case and support it with the best reasons 
why. 


Among treason cases which come to mind 
are Benedict Arnold in the American 
Revolution; Quisling of Norway who 
worked with the Nazis; Sir Roger Casement 
(Ireland) who was executed by the British; 
Lord Haw-Haw was another celebrated 
English case of betrayal; the Rosenbergs 


XPLOITATIO 


of recent memory in the United States; 
Robert Tone and Robert Emmett of Ire- 
land. 


Get school and/or college sponsorship. 
Plant contest with a newspaper, or present 
it as a TV program with students as panel- 
ists. 


LAWYERS AND JURISTS 


The courtroom trial and events leading up 
to it, and the framing of an innocent man, 
may have special interest for lawyers, 
judges and others connected with the law. 
Extend a special invitation to them to see 
“Tl Accuse!”’ as your guests. 


VALANCES, FLAGS, ETC. 


Any theatre desiring a valance, flag, bump- 
er strips or ushers’ badges, should write 
direct to the Valley Forge Flag Co., Spring 
City, Pa. 


LOYAL WIVES 


Lucie (Viveca Lindfors) is the wife of 
Captain Dreyfus (Jose Ferrer). Through 
the false accusation of treason, his convic- 
tion, banishment to notorious Devil’s 
Island and eventual vindication, she re- 
mained loyal and steadfast to him. 


Develop a contest for husbands who are 
asked to cite examples of exceptional 
wifely loyalty. Ask for letters of not more 
than 100 words and offer prizes. 


EDITORIALS 


The real Captain Dreyfus was helped to free- 
dom by the French newspaper publisher, 
Georges Clemenceau (Peter Illing) and 
the famous French novelist, Emile Zola 
(Emlyn Williams), both daring fighters 
for the rights of man. Clemenceau’s news- 
paper printed a stirring letter to the Pres- 
.. by Emile 
Zola,”” and the public clamored for a new 
trial. 


ident of France, “‘I Accuse . . 


A parallel between this treason case and 
modern accusations of a similar nature can 
be drawn editorially by a local newspaper 
which advocates due caution lest someone 
be falsely accused and imprisoned. Refer- 
ence, of course, will be made to picture and 


theatre playdates. 


ORDER M-G-M TRAILER 
FROM NSS 


The dramatic power and emotionally 
arousing conflict between the forces of 
right and wrong are presented in this 
accessory. Picture dialogue and com- 
mentary intensify these scenes which 
have been taken from the picture. 
Order and screen it for better box- 
office returns from theatre playdates. 
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LOBBY CARDS 
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SHOWMANSHIP PHOTOGRAPHIC PACKAGES 


There are two packages, A and B. Package A contains 25 
horizontal production stills from the picture. Package B is a 
practical selection of material for advertising, exploitation, 
window tie-ups, lobbies, etc. All the stills are 8” x 10”. Order 
in complete sets, or as many individual stills as required direct 


from your local National Screen Service Exchange. 
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Scanned from the collections of the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 
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www.mediahistoryproject.org 


